
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1403 

Main Petitioner: Mr Peter Morris 

Subject: Support and Assistance to victims of crime and their families 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to consider the need 
for new legislation and provision to protect, support and assist victims of 
crime. 

 

Background 

The Scottish Strategy for Victims (“the Strategy”) was published by the first 
Scottish Executive in January 2001. The stated purpose of the Strategy is to 
ensure that all victims of crime in Scotland are able to get support and assistance 
at all stages of the criminal justice process and thereafter if needed. The Strategy 
has three key objectives: 
  

 better access to information  

 increased support  

 greater participation in the criminal justice system  
 

The Strategy is based on international guidance. In particular, it has had regard to 
the UN Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse 
of Power which calls for victims to be treated with compassion and respect for 
their dignity; and to developing thinking in the European context on the position of 
victims in criminal proceedings. 

The former Scottish Executive published two progress reports on the Strategy in 
February 2003 and November 2004 as well as a review of the Strategy in 2005. 
The Strategy is currently the subject of further review by the present Scottish 
Government.  In a letter to the Parliament„s Justice Committee on 8 November 
2010, the Cabinet Secretary for Justice announced that the present review would 
consist of three stages:  
 

 a draft framework for action on victims would be circulated to stakeholders 
for comment, and include a number of specific questions about improving 
services for victims  

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1403.htm


 

 2 

 the Cabinet Secretary would chair a victims„ summit in Edinburgh on 17 
January 2011 at which responses to the draft framework will be 
considered  

 a final framework will then be published that takes into account responses 
to the draft document and the discussions at the victims„ summit  

 
The draft framework document provides a brief background and places support 
for victims in the context of the Scottish Government„s overall purpose. It also 
outlines the progress that has been made so far in respect of the Victims‟ 
Strategy and sets out four principles for action: 
  

 introducing clearer standards and information for victims  

 more focussed support  

 improved participation  

 improved co-ordination of policy and action  

 

Scottish Government Action 

In March 2011, the Scottish National Party announced that it would bring 
forward a Victims‟ Rights Bill should it be successful in the Scottish 
Parliamentary elections in May 2011. Following the election, the Cabinet 
Secretary for Justice reiterated this commitment at a meeting of the 
Parliament‟s Justice Committee on 28 June 2011: 

“The impact of crime on victims and their families can be devastating, 
and it has a great impact on our goal of creating a safe, inclusive and 
respectful society. Working with our justice partners, we aim to support 
and deliver real improvement in a number of areas where problems 
remain to be addressed. 

The debate1 in Parliament reflected the priority that we all attach to 
supporting the victims of crime and their families. We will introduce a 
victims' rights bill to enshrine in law victims' rights to damages and 
compensation, and to give victims input into sentencing policy and 
parole decisions”. 

The 2011-12 Programme for Government which sets out the Scottish 
Government's legislative priorities for the year ahead, did not include a 
Victims‟ Rights Bill. 

Scottish Parliament Action 

In May 2010, David Stewart MSP introduced a Member‟s Bill in the Parliament 
which sought to establish a Commissioner for Victims and Witnesses in 

                                            
1
 Scottish Parliament Debate: Taking Scotland Forward: Justice 15 June 2011 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s4/committees/justice/or-11/ju11-0402.htm
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/About/programme-for-government/2011-2012
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/apps2/business/orsearch/ReportView.aspx?r=6342&mode=html
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Scotland whose general function would be to promote and safeguard the 
interests of victims and witnesses. As a result of the volume of other work, 
including Scottish Government Bills introduced later but given priority by the 
Justice Committee, it did not prove possible to carry out a full Stage 1 inquiry 
into this Bill. Mr Stewart was, however, given an opportunity towards the end 
of the session to put on the record his reasons for introducing the Bill (see 
Justice Committee Official Report 8 March 2011).  
 

As the Justice Committee did not have the necessary time to scrutinise the Bill 
at Stage 1, the Bill fell at the end of the Parliamentary session.      

Key Organisations 

Victim Support Scotland 

Victim Information and Advice (Crown Office and Procurator Fiscal Service)  

Graham Ross 
Senior Research Specialist 
26 September 2011 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/s3/committees/justice/or-11/ju11-0802.htm#Col4254
http://www.victimsupportsco.org.uk/page/index.cfm
http://www.copfs.gov.uk/Victims/VIA/via-services/Overview
mailto:spice@scottish.parliament.uk

